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Miguel achieved many of his dreams 

and the dreams of thousands and thou-
sands of families, not only those who 
work at Vallarta but also the people 
and community they serve. 

A la familia de Miguel, muchı́simas 
gracias por dar tanto de el a la 
comunidad. También quero gradecer a 
Miguel por ser tan buen hombre, 
esposo, padre, hijo, amigo. Es muy 
importante que todos sepan que, en los 
Estados Unidos todo somos iguales. 
Miguel en el creo muchos sueños, y 
vivió eso sueños y también miles y 
miles de sueños a familias no de más 
los que trabajaban en Vallarta pero 
también las personas que ellos serven. 

So today I honor the life of my dear 
friend Miguel Gonzalez. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California will provide a 
translation of his remarks. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK: 
DARKNESS WILL NEVER WIN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. GRAVES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, last year there were over 
60,000 police officers who were as-
saulted in the line of duty. Over 60,000 
were assaulted, and 295 of those officers 
died. This year already we have had 
over 123 police officers who have been 
shot. 

This is National Police Week. This is 
the time when we need to reflect upon 
the difference between total chaos in 
our community and civilized order, 
holding people accountable for the 
crimes that they commit, ensuring 
that we are not defunding the police 
but we are lifting up the police, and 
that we are holding these peacekeepers 
and their families in our prayers. 

Mr. Speaker, on July 17 of 2016, we 
had five police officers in my home-
town of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, shot. 
Brad Garafola, Matthew Gerald, and 
Montrell Jackson died that day. They 
died. Bruce Simmons and Brad Mont-
gomery were both injured. 

Nick Tullier was an East Baton 
Rouge Parish sheriff’s deputy. Nick 
took three bullets—one to the head, 
one to the chest, and one to the abdo-
men. Every single medical profes-
sional—doctors, nurses, and hospital 
officials—everyone said that he wasn’t 
going to make it through the rest of 
that day, July 17. Nearly 6 years later, 
Nick Tullier was still fighting for his 
life. He sat there for 2,119 days—2,119 
days—with his father, James, and his 
mother, Mary, by his side fighting. 
Nick was unbelievable. 

This shooting was designed to rip our 
community apart. It was designed to 
attack law enforcement, to attack 
peacekeepers, and, I think, to offend 
the police and to intimidate the police. 
It did completely the opposite. Rather 
than ripping our community apart, it 
brought all of us together—all of us— 
together. No matter political party, 
race, socioeconomic situation, or 

neighborhood, everyone came together 
in support of these officers, their fami-
lies, their departments, and what they 
did, their sacrifice. 

These people are underpaid and over-
worked, and every single day when 
they leave the house they kiss loved 
ones and they kiss dependents because 
it may be the last time they come 
home. 

Mr. Speaker, Nick Tullier didn’t let 
the evil win. He didn’t let the bad guys 
win. Nick was completely a fighter. He 
sat there, and against all odds he re-
fused to let death prevail. 

Mr. Speaker, Nick inspired our entire 
community and our State. You saw 
these bracelets all over the place: 
‘‘Pray for Nick Tullier’’ or ‘‘Nick 
Tullier Strong.’’ Even the President 
signed a note to him a few years ago. It 
was a rallying cry for our community. 

Mr. Speaker, the numbers that we 
have seen this year alone in not lifting 
up the police and supporting the po-
lice—supporting these peacekeepers— 
but rather disrespecting them is abso-
lutely inexcusable. 

These people—I can’t say it enough— 
put their lives on the line for our com-
munities so we can be safe. Nick 
Tullier fought, he beat that evil, and 
he defied all odds. But, sadly, on Tues-
day of this week, he was buried after 6 
years of fighting death, of saying no, of 
upholding good, and of bringing our 
community together. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the amazing 
work of his parents again, Mary and 
James Tullier, who every single day 
were at his side making it clear to 
Nick that not just they were there for 
him but the entire community was and 
that their boundless love for this man 
would be so clear to him throughout 
this process. It was so clear. 

I thank his sons, Trenton and Gage. I 
remind them their father was a role 
model for our community. I say to his 
brothers, Jamie and Shannon, please 
don’t let the void that Nick’s passing 
to the Father has created. Do not let 
that become a void here on Earth. Con-
tinue his mission, the Nick Tullier 
Foundation, St. Jude, and others. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I just want 
to say the difference between chaos and 
order is what our peacekeepers do. Un-
derpaid, underappreciated, and over-
worked, these are great people. We can-
not allow this trend of seeing an in-
crease in shootings. There were over 
60,000 attacks against our law enforce-
ment officers last year alone. We can-
not allow this to continue. 

f 

PRIVATE JACOB CRUZ POST 
OFFICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. GOMEZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, Latino 
servicemembers have been vital to the 
defense of our country, including the 
thousands who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice. It is important that our com-
munities and our government pay trib-

ute to the diverse history of Latinos in 
the United States military, which is 
why I am proud that the House passed 
my bill, H.R. 5900, honoring World War 
II hero, Private Jacob Cruz, an 
Angeleno and Boyle Heights resident, 
and a United States Marine Corps Re-
serve private. 

Private Cruz was 17 years old and a 
junior at Roosevelt High School when 
he asked his single immigrant mother, 
Gracia Cruz, a custodian at White Me-
morial Medical Center, for permission 
to enlist. After initial training, Private 
Cruz shipped off to the Pacific where he 
gave his life running ammunition boxes 
to gunners amid enemy fire during the 
Battle of Tarawa in 1943. 

Private Cruz’s heroic devotion to 
duty posthumously earned him the Sil-
ver Star and the Purple Heart. Unfor-
tunately, his remains were not recov-
ered after he was killed. During a 
storm in 2019, Mother Nature brushed 
away a house where the battle took 
place, and the remains of Mr. Cruz were 
found. In 2020 they were identified, and 
in 2021 they were finally returned to 
Private Cruz’ family for a long-awaited 
proper burial with full military honors. 

In recognition of Private Cruz’ serv-
ice and sacrifice, the House passed H.R. 
5900 designating the Boyle Heights 
Post Office as the Marine Corps Re-
serve Private Jacob Cruz Post Office. 

I take a moment to give thanks to 
Private Cruz’ family, including his 
brother, Isaac; his sister, Ruth; his 
nephews, Mike and Isaac; and his niece, 
Alta, who have kept Private Cruz’ leg-
acy alive in Boyle Heights for almost 
eight decades and never gave up the 
fight to bring him home. 

As we approach Memorial Day, I urge 
the Senate to pass H.R. 5900 to honor 
Private Cruz’ sacrifice and those of 
other Latino military heroes, both fall-
en and alive, in Los Angeles and across 
the country for decades to come. 

Roosevelt High School, where Pri-
vate Cruz attended, has a long history, 
as well as Garfield High School, in giv-
ing up boys to go to fight the World 
Wars. There is a football game called 
the East L.A. Classic between Roo-
sevelt and Garfield. The 4 years during 
World War II were the only years that 
they couldn’t field a team on either 
side. This is an honor of Private Cruz, 
but it is also an honor of all the Latino 
men who gave their lives during our 
conflicts, especially during World War 
II. 

f 

TRADE DEFICIT AND MEANS OF 
PRODUCTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the re-
cent numbers on our trade deficit in 
this country tie in strongly with our 
supply chain issues we have been facing 
during COVID and during this new ad-
ministration. We have reached a new 
record of $110 billion for 1 month of 
March of our trade deficits. 
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